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Clinical neuropsychologists are increasingly 
involved in the evaluation of civil capacities 
and are in demand by other professionals, 
particularly attorneys and judges, to assist 
their decision-making about these sometimes 
complex issues. While there has been some 
neuropsychological research in this area, this 
has not been assembled into a single volume 
nor have practice recommendations been 
provided. This volume fills these gaps. The first 
part of this volume reviews and synthesizes 
the research literature on neuropsychological 
aspects of civil capacities. The specific capaci-
ties addressed include driving, financial and 
healthcare decision-making, testamentary (i.e., 
will-making) capacity, and personal care and 
independence. each chapter addresses relevant 
background issues, conceptual/theoretical 
advances, and empirical findings. The chap-
ters also include an illustrative case study that 
demonstrates how the authors (each expert in 
the various areas) evaluated and conceptual-
ized the case. each chapter is written from an 
evidence-based perspective and, where appro-
priate, uses research to inform practice recom-
mendations. The second part of this volume 
provides recommendations to practitioners 
on how to conduct civil capacity evaluations 
that utilize neuropsychological assessment. 
There are chapters on an evaluative framework 
for the assessment, capacity test selection and 
psychometric issues, working with other data 
sources besides testing (e.g., collateral inter-
views), best practices in report-writing and 
testifying, as well as common ethical issues in 
such cases. Throughout, these chapters provide 
practical “how to” advice to improve neuro-
psychological practice and consulting in civil 
capacity cases. In addition to these chapters, 
there is a chapter written by legal consumers 
of psychological reports. This chapter offers 
a wealth of useful information and recom-
mendations that, if followed, will further serve 
to advance psychological report-writing and 
consultation in civil capacity evaluations. 
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G e o r G e  J .  D e m A k I S  is Professor 
of Psychology and Health Psychology and 
Director of Clinical training in the Health 
Psychology program at the University of north 
Carolina at Charlotte. As a licensed psycholo-
gist in north Carolina, he has considerable 
clinical experience conducing a variety of civil 
capacity evaluations. He has worked closely 
with attorneys, guardian ad litems, legal deci-
sion makers (clerks of court and judges) in a 
wide variety of capacity evaluations. He has 
also consulted with north Carolina Guardian-
ship Association. He has published on a variety 
of topics including financial decision-making 
capacity, malingering, Alzheimer’s and Parkin-
son diseases, and meta-analytic approaches to 
outcome after mild traumatic brain injury and 
executive functioning.

Introducing the National Academy of Neuropsychology 
Series on Evidence-Based Practices

The national Academy of neuropsychology has paired with Oxford Uni-
versity Press to create a new book series that provides evidence-based re-
sources which are directly applicable to the everyday needs and demands 
of clinical neuropsychology. Developed to address the significant need 
of the nAn membership, and the neuropsychology community at large, 
these volumes offer techniques and theories for assessment and treat-
ment based on the most recent and rigorous scientific evidence within 
the field. The series is intended to be a dynamic and ever-growing set of 
references for the clinical neuropsychologist, written by the foremost ex-
perts in the field. These authors and editors provide their insight, knowl-
edge and interpretation of empirically-supported evidence within each 
focused topic. As such, the volumes are intended to individually focus 
on specific significant areas of neuropsychological inquiry in depth, and 
together cover the majority of the broad clinical area of neuropsychology.

In keeping with the educational focus of the series, the series creators 
have collaborated with the nAn Continuing education Committee to 
ensure that each volume of the series is available to be used as a formal 
continuing education text via the CeU system of nAn.
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Civil Capacities in Clinical neuropsychology

“There is no single text that brings together civil competencies from a 
neuropsychological perspective, until now. I particularly like the empha-
sis on clinical application after reviewing the literature and instruments 
in each respective area. This will be a valuable resource for neuropsy-
chologists working in forensic settings.”

– r o b e r t  L .  D e n n e y,  U.S. Department of Justice, 
U.S. Medical Center for Federal Prisoners
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